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This program gives a researcher some quick tips along with electronic and print resources that
can be used to research Civil War soldiers. Much of the information in this guide can be used
for researching soldiers from any state that send men off to the Civil War. The focus of several
of the research strategies and resources are Connecticut specific. If you have a Civil War
ancestor or an interest in researching men who enlisted during the year’s 1861-1865 this
resource guide will offer you several starting points for beginning as well as expanding your
research. During the 150" Commemoration of the Civil War, researching the men and women
of that gallant generation allows us to make personal connections with our past as a nation. In
reaching back we gain an understanding our past and inform our future. Civil War history is all
around us. Honoring it we may gain an appreciation for those who have gone before us to make
our current lives possible. All honor to those volunteer sons of Connecticut. Their history is too
precious to be neglected or forgotten. Enjoy your journey into the past lives of those who
preceded us and defended our nation in the hour of its greatest crisis.
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The Internet has revolutionized genealogical research. Search engines and databases such as
Ancestry.com have opened doors to the past. New information is being added daily. There are everal
quick tips for searching relate to Boolean syntax, which is the language used by search engines such as
Google. You can increase your chances of finding the information you want by using “operators” to
refine your search. The most common operators are the plus sign (+), minus sign (-) and quotation
marks (“””). Using the plus sign tells the search that the words you are linking with the + must appear
in the search; The minus sign tells the search that a word must not appear in your results; surrounding
words with quotations marks tells the search that the results must appear as a phrase.
Six Web-savvy strategies defined by genealogist, Nancy Hendrickson, for Family Tree Magazine are:
1) Master search-engine math (syntax & operators)

2) Refine your search to find the best sources
3) Scout out smaller sites

4) Look for places, not people

5) Try multiple databases (and search engines)
6) Go beyond Genealogy sites

(Information from: Your Ultimate Guide to Genealogy On-Line, Essential Tips and Tools to Trace
Your Roots on the Web, from the Editors of Family Tree Magazine)




The Best First Research Stop on the Internet for Civil War
Soldlers North & South http JIWWW. civilwardata.com/

American Civil War Research Database

... the largest, most in-depth and fully searchable database of

American Civil War soldiers and events.
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One of the best sources for initially researching any soldier, North or South, is the American
Civil War Research Database. A subscription is only $25 a year and provides access to all sorts
of personnel, state, town, regimental, information. Many libraries have subscriptions to this
database that can be used. You can try the guest demo (free) or the Descendants/Ancestors
Database for $10. This Database is especially useful if you have not yet located the
Individual’s regiment. This database can be used to search a state for individual names,
regiments and town/city information and statistics. They also have a photo directory and tons
of specifics on every hometown and regiment in the US and CSA. A terrific first place to begin
research.
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If you have no other leads, the internet is the first logical place to run a quick regimental listing
and can be done in several ways. Look for rosters, etc., and any other clues. Once you know
the regiment you have an open door to more specific information about where your ancestor
was, what experiences and battles he may have participated in, where he may have been
camped, who he may have fought with, etc. You will also have a much better chance of
completing information for a National Archives request for pension records and compiled
military service records. A quick way to locate a soldier’s regiment is to use the free Civil War

Soldiers and Sailors database offered by the National Park Service and detailed in the next slide.

The American Civil War Research Database on the previous slide offers this information as
well as more in-depth regimental experience records, statistics, details about cities and towns
that sent men off to war, etc.
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The National Park System offers this research database free of charge to researchers. The
General Index Cards, can also be ordered as part of Compiled Military Service Record from the
National Archives. The CWSS offers the information detailed in the snapshot of the webpage.



Personal Information About Your Ancestor
The National Archives at www.archives.gov

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES Archives.gov Home

Shopping Cart "= My Account Login

| Home [IEEPLCCd| Order Reproductions Frequently Asked Questions

Military Service Records

There is no simple explanation for how to begin research on veterans. Your path will depend on whether your research is
personal, genealogical or historical in nature; and on aspects of the veteran's semvice such as: which branch of service, which
canflict, what dates, whether Regular Army or a volunteer unit, whether they were an officer or enlisted personnel, and
whether there was a pension application.

Iilitary service records are the primary source of information on individual veterans. These include Official Military Personnel
Files (OMPFs) for recent veterans, and compiled senvice records and pension files for older veterans.

‘ Explore Related Topics
| : Army People & Groups
Frequently Requested Records Arrry Air Forces & Air Force The Military & Military Engagements
¢ Compiled Military Service File i -
Cadet Nurse Corps Guides & Finding Aids
# Feder ilitary Pension Application - . R r . )
Federal lilitary Pension Application Coast Guard About Military Service Records and
Civil War and Later Complete File OMPFs
N - L=l )
Marine Caorps
. Fe::ler_alll.llilitar, Pension '-l.|J|J|i:28ti'3ﬂ - erchan Harine Overview of Records atthe National
Pre-Civil War Complete File ARTCnaNTHarnes Archives Relating to Military Service
# Federal Military Pension Applications - Navy Veterans and Their Families
I Pension Documents Packet Other Lnifarmed Service
% Other Uniformed Services EAQs 1_50of G+ »
%
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i sernvice members orveterans?
How do | get started researching military | |4 :

You can order on line and pay with a credit card in advance for pension records and compiled
military service records. The cost of the complete pension record is $75 and CMSRs are $25.
When filling out the electronic form in order to get the best results you need to fill out as much
as you know about the soldier you are researching. Name, rank, regiment, company at least.
Birth dates, death dates, state of residence, etc., all help insure that you will receive the
documents you request. Shipping can be up to 142 days for pension records, however, they
usually come in a few weeks. There is no charge if the search for records is unsuccessful. The
new electronic form takes the place and is similar to the old NATF form85 that used to have the
attached carbon copies.




Order On-line: View of a Completed Electronic Pension Record
- Order of Kady Brownell, a woman who experienced combat w1th
| the 5™ Rhode Island Regiment and lived at one time in
Brldgeport CT - Flll out as much 1nformat10n as Possﬂﬂe.

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES Archives.gov

My Account L

[ Home [IGTNEL IEed| Order Reproductions Frequently Asked Questions [ My Account

Veteran's ldentification Service Description - General Service Description - Army Application Information

Veteran's First Name: Branch of Service in Which he Served: Arm in Which he Served: Pension File Humber:

kady Army Infantry May be Certificate®#273843

Veteran's Middle Hame: Rank: If Other, Please Specify: Name of Widow or Other Claimant:
Robert Brownel?

Veteran's Last Name: Kind of Service: Company:

browenell Not Sure

Year of Birth (YYYY): Beginning Year of Service (YYYY): Regiment;

1842 1st & 5th Rl

Year of Death (YYYY): Ending Year of Service (YYYY):

12 Service Description - Navy
Warin Which he Served:

Union, Civil War (1861-1865) Name of Ship:

State From Which he Served:

Rhode lzland
Place of Birth {City, County, State, etc.): Service Description - Marine Corps
Africa?Rhode lzland?Scotland ? Unit in Which he Served:

Place of Death (City, County, State, etc.):
Oxford, NY women's Relief Hom

Place(s) Veteran Lived After Service;

Rl, Bridgeport CT, NY'C, Oxford NY

If Veteran Lived In a Home for Soldiers, Give Location (City and State):
Oxford, NY

Please provide any additional information (e.qg., alternate spellings of the Veteran's name) or comments here:
Kady Brownell 1st and 5th RI followed Pvt. Robert Brownel, Interested in all informatien. Received a pension of & per month beginning 1824, Newspaper clippings may also be in Kady
Brownell Pension File Cert #279843

If your ancestor was on the military payroll you can order their Compiled Military Service
Record. If your ancestor applied for and collected a pension, or if he left a widow who did, you
will want the information which can include eyewitness testimony , medical records, marriage
records, and a wealth of other personal information. Pension records are $75 and worth every
penny most of the time. If the researchers at the National Archives do not find any information
there is no charge. Above is the very unusual case of a woman who experienced combat with
the 5™ Rhode Island Regiment after following her husband into the service. Kady Brownell
lived in Bridgeport, Connecticut after the war and applied for and gained membership with the
local Elias Howe Post of the Grand Army of the Republic. She also applied for and received a
U.S. Soldier’s pension and her records are available at the National Archives.



Complled Military Service Records (CMSRs) - Don’t
assume that becaus9your ancestqr wasina regyment
that fought a,t Getl ysburg that he was there without

 file from the Natlonal Archlves

Frequently Asked Questions

l‘? Question: What do | getwhen | order a compiled service record?

| Answer: A compiled military service recard cansists of a card or cards on which is recorded information

about a solider that was collected from muster ralls, returns, pay vouchers, hospital registers,

prison records, and other recards. The abstracted information may include references to wounds,
hospitalization, aksence from the unit, court marials, and death. This will not represent all of the
information about a soldier scattered among a variety of records. "

o iy LONEIOE WEsT IT0m Greenwicn
—_—

CMSRs are $25 and worth every penny. You fill out the same electronic form on-line at the
National Archives as you do for pension files. CMSRs prove where a soldier was at any given
time that the roll is made. You can find a lot of surprises in the CMSRs. You can verify or rule
out whether your ancestor was present for duty when his regiment was in battle or whether he
was on furlough, hospitalized, etc. These cards and records don’t represent all of the
information about a soldier but are invaluable when comparing them against the record of the
soldier’s regiment and his pension records.



| Some items you might find in a soldier’s CMSR file
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These forms for re-enlistment and casualty accompanied the CMSR for a Seymour, Connecticut
soldier, John Harpin Riggs of the 7" Connecticut Volunteer Infantry.



Pen.s;on Appllcatlons & Flles -a wealth of personal

Freqguently Asked Questions
Question: What is the difference between a complete and a pension documents packet?

Answrer: The pension documents packet will contain, to the extent that these documents are present in the
complete file, eight documents that contain genealogical information akout the pensicn applicant.
The pension documents packet will include any of the following iterms that are in the file -
declaration of pension, declaration of widow's pension, Adjutant Seneral statements of service,
questicnnaires completed by applicants (numbered forms), "Pension Dropped” cards, marriage
certificates, death certificates, and discharge certificate. Complete pension files usually provide the
most genealogical information for researchers. The complete pension file contains all existing
documentation included in the partial file and other supporting documents of a personal nature.

Pension records contain information of birth, marriage, death, children, and health issues. They
are a wealth of genealogical information about the soldier and often his family as well. You
may find sworn statements from friends and neighbors. Sworn statements from comrades from
the regiment, and the soldiers own sworn statements, make pension files a wealth of personal
information about military service and the veteran’s life after the war. Often the men relay
information in their own words about their lives and health, combat experience, and family and
these statements are made under oath and attested to by a notary. In the case where a soldier is
collecting a pension for being wounded in action, sworn testimony from members of the
regiment who witnessed the wounding are included along with surgeon’s certificates and the
results of examinations. If you are researching a soldier a copy of the pension file is a must.
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Besides the usual name, rank, and regiment, discharges give the term of enlistment, date and
place of discharge, and reason for discharge. They also give a physical description of the
soldier for identification purposes and the man’s occupation when he enlisted. Fold marks on
many original discharges indicate where soldiers probably folded them up and carried them in a
pocket or wallet. This copy of Selah Blakeman’s discharge (17" Connecticut Volunteers,
Company D) arrived in the envelope with his pension records from the National Archives. It
gives the date he was discharged, his rank at the time, the geographical location of where he
was discharged, i.e., Hilton Head. The discharge describes his height, complexion, the color of
his eyes and his hair. It states his profession as farmer. It also gives the amount he was paid
upon discharge. Discharges are wonderful reference documents.
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Vital Records come in a variety of forms and are available in libraries, town halls, state and local historical
societies. Some vital records are available in print form. Many are available on microfiche. There are many
initiatives to digitize this information as well. There are several LDS Family History Centers in Connecticut
that welcome the general public and offer assistance and free resources, including vital records which can be
ordered upon request for genealogical research. This was an interesting photo taken with a digital camera right
from the microfiche reader screen. It’s the vital record of births recorded the day after the Battle of Antietam
for the town of Derby, Connecticut. | found it while researching a Derby soldier from the 20" Connecticut, Co.
B. On September 18, 1862 a young couple in Derby named Frederic and Laura Huntley had triplets, he was 23
and she was 18 years old. This view of the vital record for that event shows the town clerk had bracketed the
margin of the record of this unusual event with the word Triplets and three exclamation points. In addition to
the unusual event of the birth of triplets was the fact the couple chose names for their three boys and the names
were recorded in the town record. (many birth records of the period did not give the child’s name, but simply
the names of the parents, their ages, race, sometimes father’s occupation, and the sex of the child) There was
apparently a great deal of patriotism displayed in the choice and recording of the names of these three boys
chosen to honor three Union generals: Burnside, Sumner and Hooker Huntley. -- It is interesting to note these
three generals all participated in the great battle of Antietam, the bloodiest day in our nation’s history, which
had been fought only the day before, on September 17, 1862. Did the town of Derby already have news of the
battle or would it be days before the news reached the valley? When doing research always take a digital
camera. This image was made using a photograph of the screen of the microfiche reader displaying the Derby
Vital Records at a Church of the Latter Day Saints Genealogy center in Woodbridge, CT.
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~ “You may preserve this if you't

Union and Confederate soldiers alike realized the historical significance of their participation in the War. Everyone wrote
letters if they were literate. Literacy rates were extremely high. Spelling was creative and phonetic, and handwriting, a
century and a half later, is often difficult to read. It may take a great effort to decipher some of the handwriting and faded
words, but it’s worth the effort. To be able to read a soldier’s letters is a remarkable opportunity. Sometimes soldiers
sent packages of letters home with specific instructions for their families to preserve them. Other times they kept the
letters with them carrying them through battle. Some soldiers took measures to protect their written legacy in letters and
diaries. In February 1863, Pvt. Friend Smith, 20" Connecticut, Co. B, would write his wife: “I assure you your letters are
read and reread over & over again. I send them back because I want them preserved & I find some others do the same.”
Many thousands of these fragile written papers have been lost, damaged, and destroyed due to careless treatment over the
years. Almost every soldier who took part in the war, North and South, was conscious they were participating in a
cataclysmic event of National magnitude. Even soldiers who were moderately literate wanted to document their
experiences and communicate them to loved ones back home. Psychologically, they wanted to leave something behind
for their families to know. It was the letters that held all their feelings and thoughts. Reading Civil War letters today it is
apparent these feelings were especially acute because of the insecurity, unpredictability, and danger of the soldiers’
experience both in camp and in battle. All were conscious of their finite mortal existence in an infinite cause. Tens of
thousands of soldiers kept diaries of their experiences; millions of soldiers sent their letters home to be preserved.
Tragically many did not survive the years. Private Smith not only numbered every letter he wrote for future reference but
he kept a diary as well. On New Year’s Day, 1863 he mailed it home to his wife. Some soldiers and families dressed up
their mail with colorful, patriotic stationery as you see above. All who wrote hoped their loved ones would keep them in
their thoughts and return their written words with news of home. Almost every letter home asked for families to write
back often. Requests for stamps, paper, envelopes from home were common. Letters, if available, shed so much light on
the lives of this great American generation.
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This July 4, 1863 Ietter was written the day after the Battle of Gettysburg ended in Union V|ctory The entire town and
surrounding areas were what historian Gregory Coco would call “a vast sea of misery” in a “strange and blighted land” in
the aftermath of the battle. From the 11" Corps Hospital on the George Spangler farm at Gettysburg, on July 4, 1863, J.
Henry Blakeman would write home to his mother describing his wounding, and the death of his best friend, Stephen
Crofutt (photo insert) on the first day of the battle:
Dear Mother, I think | shall have a chance to send a letter this afternoon and knowing your intense anxiety will write a little. You
know we have had a terrible fight and men are slain by hundreds but thanks to our preserver | escaped with my life though pretty
severely wounded. | was hit the first day before I had time to fire my gun, taken prisoner and kept one day and then taken to the
city and the next day our folk took the town and | was taken to our hospital some three miles back. Here we have to lie on the
ground and last night we had a terrible rain so | am as wet as water can make me but that is good for the wound. | was struck by a
rifle ball in the left side between the hip and ribs passing through the flank.. Dr. says he thinks it did not enter the cavity and if not
it will heal soon. Do not worry about me for it will do no good. I don’t mind it much can get up and walk around quite spry and
have a good appetite. | can hardly bring my mind to tell you that Stephen was killed by the same volley that wounded me. He was
within three feet of me was shot through the head and killed instantly. Stephen was liked by the whole co. and will be much
mourned. | know it will almost Kkill his mother but reality is better than suspense and what I tell you you can depend upon. | saw
Selah yesterday morning a few minutes he escaped unhurt. Our Regt is badly cut up they numbered only eighty yesterday. Co. D.
only five besides Lieut. Peck. Col. Arrived yesterday morning and had command of the Brigade. Dol. Fowler is killed Maj Brady
is wounded and Capt Burr in command of the Regt. I lost everything I had but my canteen and little water. Even lost my cup. |
got this sheet of paper of Stiles Wells. It was in a small portfolio in his breast and a ball passed through the whole fifty thickness
but did not hurt him it probably saved his life. He was afterwards wounded in the leg. Sylvester is hurt in the shoulder not
seriously. There are twelve of us from Co. D here together wounded they say this morning that the Rebs are getting off as fast as
possible and I guess they are pretty badly whipped. The 11™ Corps did not run much this time as their cas. Plainly shows. 1 cannot
tell you where to direct to me now for I don’t know where we shall be taken. I will write again as soon as I am established in a
hospital. Don’t worry about me I am feeling as well as circumstances can permit. So with much love and many good wishes for
your welfare | remain you Son in good spirits. Henry P.S. Tell them I was hit face toward them no reb saw my back. Henry




What D1d the Soldier Look Like? Where can an
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Photographic images of people were common during the war. By 1861 photographic technology evolved and
images could be printed and reproduced on card stock using glass plate negatives. These small, 3 % x 2 %,
photographic cards were called CDVs, short for Cartes deVisite. CDV photographs were imported from Europe
to the U.S. about 1859. When the war began hundreds of thousands of new recruits flocked to hometown
photographers to have their images made in uniform. Millions of soldiers had their portraits taken upon
mustering into service, on leave, and in the field. Their loved ones also flocked to hometown photographers.
Of the millions of these soldier images produced, hundreds of thousands still exist. However, so many of the
existing images are unidentified and unidentifiable. Unidentified images abound and if you are searching for a
photograph of your ancestor you will need fine research skills and very good luck. Soldier images abound in
family albums, local libraries, the Connecticut State Historical Society, the Connecticut State Libraries. They
may appear in regimental histories or even on dedicated websites. Many of the images taken during the war
have tax stamps affixed to the back of the card and were cancelled by hand. Many have back marks listing the
photographer. In the examples above, from left to right, each images is shown with its reverse photographer’s
mark. Connecticut men from left to right: Lt. Col. David Torrance, 29" Connecticut Colored Regiment;
Connecticut Governor William Buckingham in 1865; Captain Samuel W. Fiske, 14" Connecticut VVolunteers,
Co. G, wounded May 6, 1864, Wilderness, Va., died May 23, 1864; top: General Joseph K. Mansfield, 12"
Corps, Killed September 17, 1862, Antietam, Md.; bottom: Lt. Col. William Burr Wooster, 20" Connecticut
Volunteers, 1864, Colonel 29t Connecticut Colored Regiment.

*Darrah, William, C., Cartes De Visite in Nineteenth Century Photography, William C. Darrah, Publisher,
Gettysburg, PA, 1981, reference pages 4, 5, 7
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The newspaper clippings above are taken from the Bridgeport Evening Standard and the
Hartford Courant dated, 1862 the second year of the Civil War. Many newspapers have on-line
archives. In Connecticut the Hartford Courant, the oldest operating paper in the nation, has all
of its issues on-line and searchable since it was founded in 1764. To access the Hartford
Courant for free with your library card (as long is it from a Connecticut library) you can log
onto the Connecticut Digital Library and go to the Heritage Quest and/or ProQuest search
engines under ICONN. Local newspapers from the Civil War years can be found nationwide
both on-line and at local libraries on microfilm. They are a tremendous and rich historical
record. Eyewitness accounts of the battles, letters home, casualty lists, etc. Beware, however, of
the possible inaccuracy of contemporary accounts. To read the article titled “The Latest News”
(above right) today we know Stonewall did not lose an arm at Antietam. Eight months later in
May of 1863, he would indeed lose his arm and subsequently his life at Chancellorsville.
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{ ! man, Co. D, 17th; Geo. W. Baldwin, Co. I, l4th;
 Fdd % Christopher Congdon, Co. B, 6th; George Cook,
L corporal, Co. I, 18th ; A.J. Comstock, Co.E, 18th;
[ s * W. H. Clark, Co. F, 18th; J. H. Dennis, Co. K,
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| J ¥4 R. Hayes, Co. D, L7th; Charles B. Lewis, corporal,
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/= | . Ralph C. Saunders, Co. C,15th; Ed, H. Thacter,
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SN e D, 17t C. B. White, 21 Cr. battery ; F. I Smuth,

I+, . Co.A,=0th; Loke Tiffany, 1st beavy artllery.
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N member 13 prepare some pickles for the soldiers, in
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Above is the casualty list printed in August 1863 in the Hartford Courant after the Battle of Gettysburg.
Newspapers were sought after both at home and by men in the service. Albert F. Sherwood describes in Memories
of Old Derby that he was 19 and working in an old wood turning shop in the fall of 1861. “The war was on and all
were eager for news from the front. The paper arrived at the shop promptly at 7. It was brought by a long lean man
named Thompson. His head was drawn by some sort of contraction of neck muscles to one side, almost to his
shoulder. He came loaded down with New Haven morning papers, the Palladium and Journal-Currier and whatever
the weather, rain or snow, it never hindered his arrival which was as prompt as that of an express (train) today. | have
often wondered at the amount of his endurance. He walked from New Haven over the turnpike to Derby, nine miles,
across to Birmingham, thence to Ansonia disposing of his load all the way and then returned, passing our shop at
about two o’clock in the afternoon on his way home only to repeat the round the next day and every day......There
were five hundred soldiers in the war from our town. Most of them we knew and the Daily Palladium often brought
news of the death or severe wounding of some of these. Those were sober hours and we talked of the horrors of war
and of the brave boys who were risking their lives for (our) country, many of whom we would never see again. When
reverses were announced with lists of killed, and among them close friends and acquaintances, we often spent days of
gloom working in silence and wondering when it would all be over. Then again when it chronicled news of victory we
were glad, but even victory had cost the precious life of some friend and the load was at our heart’s door.”

Above right is a page from the Connecticut War Record, a paper started in 1863 to compile all the war news from
all the regiments in the state. It was published by Peck, White & Peck in New Haven and cost $1 per year, paid in
advance. After the war it was bound and indexed. It is a precious, contemporary archive, rich in regimental
experiences and details. The Connecticut State Library and other local libraries have copies. It may soon be
digitized for use on the Internet. Until it is digitized, this source is well worth a research trip if you are looking for
information on individuals and regiments.
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Obituaries are some of the most informative research finds. Often they are a short narrative of
the life and service of the deceased. If a man died after 1900, when technology could finally
print photographs in the newspapers, a photograph may be printed as part of the obituary.
Obituaries are sometimes a way to identify an image of the man. Obituaries can provide
insight into so much, for example while researching a soldier from the 20" Connecticut and still
in the early stages of trying to put his life together, | found his obit after a trip to the local
cemetery to see 1) if | could find a stone 2) if the stone had exact dates of death so that | could
locate them in the microfiche of the local paper. Using that information | found an exact
account of his wounding, including the fact that he carried the bullet home with him in his neck
after release from the hospital and subsequently one Sunday after eating dinner and feeling like
he swallowed a fish bone, he coughed up a minie ball. Local libraries may have local papers
on microfilm and with the dates which you can get from vital records, the tomb stones,
regimental histories, a variety of places you can begin the search for more information. If you
are looking for the obituary of a prominent Connecticut personality or high ranking military

man, such as Col. William B. Wooster, above right, the Hartford Courant is a good place to
search.
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There is no one way, step-by-step, method to locating graves and obituaries. The good news is
that there are many, many resources for research. For obituaries you often have to have access
to a local newspaper with historical archives. Heritage Quest has a number of these as well as
Ancestry.com. Some are available through local libraries. By 1900 newspapers had the
technology to print photographs and often did print them of local veterans who participated in
the political and public lives of the towns where they lived. Records of veteran burials abound
on a local, state, and national level.



The Grand Army of the Republlc
- GAR

The Grand Army of the Republlc
(GAR) ‘was'an orgamzatlon composed

Kveterans of the Union Army The -
G

R was the flrst orgamzed veterans - .
grou S m Amerman polltlcs Wlth the
can l'e The Sons of“t'l)lé Nt
| (SUVCW) Wh1ch
rgamzatlons

! ex1sts today\ |

\ .6 - :
 offer yenues and on-li sesources for

7 re$e»‘"_.,f _Chlgg ﬂi}' il War So‘ldlers e Bk hbAZed

ﬁ'fnrén soldler ]omed 2/ gress tg.be |

AR pdsr aftse&thﬁgg% &1‘& }é’;?umf | ?b&g@r

amember.. = B

The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was an organization composed of veterans of the
Union Army. The GAR was the first organized veterans groups in American politics. With the
death of the last Civil War veterans the GAR became The Sons of the Union Veterans.
(SUVCW) which exists today. These organizations offer venues and on-line resources for
researching Civil War Soldiers. Almost every Union soldier joined a local GAR post after the
war and was a member.
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Many of the GAR posts had large memorial record books often donated by the citizens of the
town so that the members of the post could record their service. These books, if they still exist,
often are in the local libraries, historical societies, or town halls. Many are gone forever. If you
know what GAR post your ancestor belonged to and if you can locate the memorial record you
may find that the man listed his service or recorded a memory. These books are fascinating
windows into the lives and service of veterans. The book above from Kellogg Post No. 26 in
Derby, Connecticut As the old veterans passed away their service to the nation was
commemorated in these memorial volumes. The page shown records the passing and service of
Col. William Burr Wooster, Colonel of the 29™ Connecticut Colored Regiment. The words
below his name, underlined in red, state: The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death!




JORY

LOTIOUT

FUT 8 MORRIS

GO C )SIC books Search Books
Advanced Book Search
My library
This user has not created a
~ profile yet.
O
:\'{ | Search My Librar H Search ‘ T ..__—.._
. > My library e =
My Google eBooks (7) - = - —— |

= /|
Purchased ©) - The "Twentieth Cc History of the Four The military and ¢ Catalogue of Co

Google has digitized many rare, historical and research volumes that are otherwise extremely
difficult to find or consult without a great deal of travel to research facilities, various libraries,
and historical societies. Many of these volumes are simply too expensive for the casual
researcher to purchase from rare book dealers. If the book is digitized on Google Books it is
also fully searchable and is a boon to locating information. This is an outstanding research tool
and several historical volumes are highlighted and available for Connecticut specific research,
including some of the rare regimental histories.



The Military and Civil History of Connecticut
) It -~
N y \ 1N
; MILITARY AND CIVIL !ll\'l“l"\
| I CONNMECPICUT
i THE WAR OF 1861-65
l THE VARIOUS ll)l:l‘“'_\ll S AND BAYTERIES
| ) e
Ir-/f 4 Sa) I
1 < ﬂ": < ﬂ'lunu;-r:\.‘rslllzvl\'_uw PILL,
4:. — , N A TILANTIC
N ST 2 =our L=y g, <
\“’.' w537~§.\““,. t . : f}%—?\vj g, Ty, ™ g A : = ,‘v.”,;:;-.,, {}’\?
http:/foooks.go ",com/bomksvld%OkrAQAAlAA] 2PA1&dg=connécti *
gt ar+hlstorv‘&-hlnem 5 @icT ‘9. YPEBK'Tj , pr &sa?)(’&y‘
10 } lt&c‘ "“rESulF&res“ n=( ‘\/—2“& . one |
?'"Mr = = 78 ’ Dége f fal‘gé-—g BEP = ; )

This book provides exactly what it states in the title. It is the military and civil history of

Connecticut. It gives narrative descriptions of the soldiers of Connecticut in the field, and brief

descriptions of the patriotic support furnished by the citizens of the Connecticut home front.
Almost every town in Connecticut has some reference. In it you can find descriptions of every
regiment and a listing of service information on every son of Connecticut that served. There is
information on the role that various Connecticut men and regiments played in battles. It has
many steel engraving portraits. It is an excellent and fully searchable resource.
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Pudlished by Orier of the Frgislature.

BORACE J. MOHRSE, ADJUTANT-CENERAL.

Connecticut VVolunteer Organizations is another fabulous resource for Connecticut Research.
This complete book, fully searchable on Google Books provides comprehensive information on
infantry, cavalry and artillery regiments in the service of the U.S. from Connecticut. It also
provides brief summaries showing the operations and service of these regiments and batteries.
You can search for soldiers by name. Regiments are listed in order followed by companies
from each. Information on each soldier including dates of muster, if they were KIA, wounded,
taken prisoner or survived the war. Substitutes and draftees are also listed under the regiment
they were assigned to.
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Regimental histories are a rich source of information if one was published. Regimental
Histories vary in quality depending on the author or authors. Some are considered nothing
more than the reminisces of old men. Some are first class records of service. These volumes are
invaluable if you are aware of their flaws. If you are researching a regiment one of the first
things to do is to see if there is a published regimental history. Often they are available at local
libraries in the original. You can purchase reprints from the Higginson Book Company.
Google books has several full length Connecticut regimental histories scanned and fully
searchable. If you prefer, you can purchase regimental histories on CD ROM. Some are sold
as single books on a single CD or there are CD Rom products that contain all of the published
Connecticut regimentals on a single disc. Before you purchase, be sure the CD Rom is
searchable.
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Connecticut Civil War History at
the Centenma} Fifty Years Ago
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| The Connecticut Historical Society On-line Civil War Research
J « - .. httpy//www.chs.org/page.php?id=516

Connecticut Historical Socie
museum & library

L 5 1: .: ‘.._ J ~y - »;'—3._» F
Connecticut History Online

A collaborative digital collection of more than 15,000 historic images, documents, maps, oral histories, and

objects from partner organizations, including the Connecticut Historical Society at www.cthistorvonline.org.

Subject Guide to African American Resources

A thematic guide to artifacts, manuscripts, and books in the Connecticut Historical Society collection, created in

1994. Although incomplete, it provides a partial view of African and African American-related materials in the

collection.

Civil War Manuscripts Project Research

An in-depth survey of the Civil War manuscript holdings of the Connecticut Historical Society compiled in the

1990=, with some |ater additions. Browse by name, residence, or regiment. Includes some detailed Catalogs & Online

. . . _— . . . . . . Resources
examinations consisting of transcriptions, content analysis, genealogical or biographical information, and more.

Collection Highlights
Civil War Monuments Survey

Using the Research
Just in time for the sesquicentennial! As the Civil War anniversary begins in 2011, the Civil War Monuments Center

survey is back on the Connecticut Historical Society's website after a much-needed web code scrubbing (11 Family History
year-old code is hard to scrub). PLEASE NOTE: the content and the photographs have not been updated. ;i
Research Services
A new Civil War Monuments website is under construction, under the guidance of Mary Donchue of the
Connecticut Commission an Culture & Tournism, and Matt Warshauer, of Central Connecticut State University, ) SJ/'

but we all decided that we would revive the old site until the new one is completed.

The Connecticut State Historical Society has many research avenues and Civil War exhibits on
line, digital collections, a Connecticut Civil War Monument database with pictures and statistics
on the State’s monuments. The Civil War manuscript holdings can be searched on-line,
alphabetically. Solders with materials in the collection also have their regiments listed. Click
on the links above and explore. CHS has historical, digital journeys and educational materials
that are fascinating. CHS is definitely worth a visit.



. ' Visit the Connecticu‘t‘State Libraxy at: http://www.csli.b.prg
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CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY

Preserving the Past, Informing the Future Skip Navigation Links

Home About Find Information Government History & Genealogy Law & Legislation Public Records & Contact Us
T T Information v T T State Archives v v

Research Guide to Civil War Materials at the Connecticut State Library

The Connecticut State Library contains a wealth of information useful to genealogists seeking Civil War ancestors as well as to historical researchers examining political,
economic, social, and military aspects of the Civil War. For convenience this research guide is divided into the following categories:

* Introductory Materials * Newspapers

* Archival Materials + Payrolls and Muster Rolls

* Artifacts * Pensions

* Battle Flags + Photographs

* Bounty Claims * Prisons

* Conscientious Objectors * Regimental Histories

* Discharge Papers s Service Records

* Genealogical Information « Soldiers' Homes and Hospitals
* General Histories

Introductory Materials
An introduction to Civil War genealogical research may be found in:

« Groene, Bertram H. Tracing Your Civil War Ancestor. Winston-Salem, NC: John F. Blair, Publishers, 1973 [CSL call number HistRef CD 3047 .G76].

Welcome to the Connecticut State Library

Library hours:
Collections * Closed Monday

Library Catalog | iCONN | Digital Collections | Tue-Fri: 9-5

» History & Genealogy Nusse:r;i_:.rrs‘

' Newspapers Find books & more from State Library collections Keyword Search - Mon-Fri- 9_4‘

» Colt Collection Search Term(s): Sat: 9-2
» Library for the Blind & Y g
y log _—

Physically Handicapped ="

» Museum of Connecticut
History




The Library of Congress == Especially for Researchers == Research Centers

@ Prints & Photographs Reading ROOM ..oro0matt SI4T

Home >> Image Lists >> Pictorial Americana Find | | in [Pictorial Americana ~| @ Don t forget the
Pictorial Americana lerary Of Congress

Selected Images from the Collections of the Library of Congress

: ;3 bt Contemp@rary

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Pictorial Americana, a 1955 Library of Congress publication. is being prepared for the Internet in H LS ‘ it Prlmar y Source

stages. Links are added to the sections below as the content becomes available on the Web. For
further information about Picforial Americana, including rights and how to obtain copies, see the

Images Can He}p

History ithrough 1899) | General Subjects | Views

Introduetion (background information, obtaining capies, rights) Tell the Stgry
History (through 1899) Throu h ‘t}lejﬁ es

+ Christopher Columbus

e LA i 'emd Wo ds' of T}‘idse
S84y Who Wltnéssed It

+ The Revolution
\

+ Tripolitan War

+ Military History. 1811-1815

+ Exploration of the West

+ War with Mexico

+ Gold Rush

+ Perry's Expedition to Japan

« Slavery

+ John Brown and Harper's Ferry
+ Confederate States of America
+ Civil V\Iar

+ 1866 (Aftermath
+ Westerm Life and Indian Fighting

+ Spanish American War and Philippine
Insurrection

The Library of Congress provides us with primary source images that allow us to “see” and
“witness” events through the eyes of the people who took part in them. During the Civil War it
was not possible to reprint photographs in publications. Photography could not record action
scenes. Therefore, the illustrated papers of the day sent out battlefield artists who took notes
and drew images on the spot, often in the heat of battle. Alfred Waud, photographed here by
Alexander Gardner, in Devil’s Den at Gettysburg followed the Army of the Potomac from
Antietam to Appomattox and many of his drawings and notes record the exact scenes that an
infantry man diarists or letter writer recorded in words. These on the spot drawings are amazing
resources. Use them with your research especially when you have written information in letters
about battles, encampments, marches and the recorded experiences of the men and women of
the Civil War generation.



| - ~ The Civil War Trust Provides
Resources for Educatlon Research & Preservatlon
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Saving America’s Civil War Battlefields

CIVIL WAR TRUST

MAPS PHOTOS BOOKS BATTLEAPPS BLOGS NEWS

BATTLEFIELDS ~

L

LAND PRESERVATION~ EDUCATION~

CELEBRATE JIM'S 65TH BIRTHDAY &

30,000 ACRES SAVED

Join the Civil War Trust as we celebrate two great ;2

landmarks in March 2011.

LEARN MORE

ABOUT US ~

' »
;@ Enter Email Address

Login | Free Registration | Search

STORE ~
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TAKE ACTION~

JOIN THE FIGHT

HELP SAVE OUR HISTORY

<" Donate

Membership

~ . Speak Out

Save a Battlefield

SUPPORT WITH CONFIDENCE

NAVICATOR

Saving America’s Civil War Battlefields

CIVIL WAR TRUST

PHOTOS BOOKS

MAPS BATTLEAPPS BLOGS NEWS

BATTLEFIELDS ~ LAND PRESERVATION~ EDUCATION~

TEACHING AND LEARNING

ABOUT THE CIVIL WAR

Educating Americans about the legacy of the Civil War is
key to our efforts to preserving battlefields. Check out our
vast collection of history resources for teachers, students,
and history enthusiasts—to learn about the war and its
impact on American history. Teachers » | Students »

EDUCATION

FIND OUT MORE »

ABOUT US~

Login | Free Registration

STORE ~

THIS DAY IN THE

CIVILWAR

MARCH 24

1862: Riot at abolition meeting in
Cincinnati, Ohio

1863: Union amphibicus
expedition skirmishes with

Confederates, Steele’s Bayou,
Mississippi

See More »

CIVIL WAR CALENDAR

+

EDUCATION
EVENTS

March 26: Living history, “Sherman’s
Army Returns to Kennesaw,” atthe
Southern Museum

March 27: Lecture, “Manassas:
Legends and Lies,” with John
Hennessey

April 3: Curator tour of the exhibit
Threads of War: ulothlno and
Textiles of the Civil War” atthe
Charleston Museum

Search
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SUPPORT

CIVIL
WAR

EDUCATION

., Donate to Our
* Education Fund

Membership

Support with Confidence
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HELP SAVE HISTORY »
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Throughout The 150" Commemoration Keep Current
Wlth All Thmgs Connecticut And Civil War '

‘http //www ccsu. edu/page cfm7p=2296

t Con

1Imemors

Home = Civil War

| Connecticut Civil War

Commemeration Commission
Organizational Partners
Commemoration Kick-0ff
Conference

Events Calendar

Speakers Bureau
Publications

ECHO

Curriculum Project

Registration for Re-Enactors
& Sutlers

Gallery

“ Mews

Connecticut Civil War

| Monuments

Planning a Civil War Event?

| Directions & Accommodations

Connecticut & the Civil War:

A Sesquicentennial Commemoration

April 12, 2011 marks the 1501t anniversary of the beginning of the American Civil War. In the Great
Rebellion, as it is often known, some 620,000 Americans, both Union and Confederate, lost their
lives. When the war began Connecticut regiments were called to arms by decrees from both
President Abraham Lincoln and Gaovernor William Buckingham, who served as the state’s chief
executive throughout the war. Connecticut offered 55,000 men, 47% of its male population between
the ages of 15-50. This was the most massive war mobilatzation in state and nation’s history.
Connecticut troops served in every major engagement of the war, from Bull Run, to Antietam,
Gettysburg, and on to Richmond.

Connecticut's industrial capacity, especially its arms industry, was instrumental to the North's
success. The state was home to such notables as Colt, Sharps, the Collinsville Company, as well
as Hotchkiss & Sons, which produced artillery and shells, the Hazard Gun Powder Factory,

and many more war related industries. State industry also produced a wide variety of non-lethal
items, from brass insignia to rubber tents and raincoats, and many textiles.

Connecticut women made the war possible by procuring and shipping every conceivable item to the
front lines, so that the soldiers would not do without. Women met every train that returned home,
often loaded with wounded and dead soldiers.

et there was also considerable opposition within Connecticut to both the war and the Lincoln
administration. The state was hardly united in its devotion to the Union, and politics during the war
was fierce and closely contested.
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