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OUR ARMY CORRESPONDENCE.

he had bLeen in the sceret all along, and
would have been happy to have informed
his brother officers and soldiers sooner, only

of the soldiers, and only forty rounds of ear-
tridges, (just what the eartridge boxes are

For the Connecticut War Record.
From the Fourteenth Regiment.
Canr sean Stevessovncu, Ya.
Dean Reconn:—Did you ever see a big
camp unrool itsell and et into marching
order in about five minutes’ time; dofl’ its

fur “ reasons of stale” and *military neces-
sity.”  Short work theugh was it with our
veterans to straighten out eamp, and malke
themselves comfurtable again,

Last Fall we let ourselves suffer, shivering
in_comfortless tents, and waiting for perimis-

of this eminently sensible proceeding to Gen,
Meade or to the War Department, I do not
know; but millions of soldiers’ blessings
will e on lis head who ordered the eurtail-
ment.,

The private soldier is the basis of our ar-

white eanvas in carly morming, as ’twere a
night eap ; take in its sail l-y magic, like a
great ship fearing a gale?  OF course you
have, times and again, fur yau are an old
veteran ; Lut all your readers perhaps have
not. 1f they hiad Leen here on this muddy

sion to go into winter quarters till the winter
months had  well ‘,li}_»','h disappeared. Tiat
now learning wisdom from experience, we
Luild winter quarters immediately at every
stopping place, whethier for three dgys or for
menths, Tt is surprisiug to see how guickly

my, the pillar of our country’s defense. Gad
bLless every man that secks to make Lis bur-
dens less, every oflicer, high and*low, who
sives his first and chicfest attention to make
those under his command as comfortable as
possible.  If there is any man in this world

e

plain This morning at break of d:‘l?-, they
might hiwe scen it done in a pouring rain.

At two this A, M. we were all roused from
our comfurtable slumbers, with the pleasaut
order to get our Lrealkfusts, pack up our traps,
and Le ready to march at break of day. “To

our boys will make themselves comfurtalle.
In one day, six men with a hatehet or axe,
and an liour's loan of the company spade,
will builid themselves a handsome and com-
furtable first-class, brown-front, mud, log res-
idence, with all the modern soldier conven-

whom T respect, whom T especially honor,
for whose patriotism I liave a sineere rever-
ence, it is the man whe, from a simple sense
of duty, without the inducement of the dig-
nity and emoluments of oflice, has suljected
himsell to the hardships and dangers of a

tenr s o ubey,” under the sway of nnlitary
authority, in this republican land, as well ns
under an Oriental despotism, 8o, thouizl
the rain came down in a steady, persevering,
business-like way, as if its day’s work were
Iaid out before it, and couldn’t be postponed

iences, tmfchimney included. Log walls
three or four feet Ligh, plastered up with
mud 3 four picces of shelter tent, Lutloned
together over  sapling ridge-pole seven feet
ligh on two forked stakes, constituting the
roofy and two more butloving in to fill up

private soldier’s Tife, and done his duty in the
ranks in his country’s defense. The people,
the sturdy, liberty-loving common people of
these Northern States, saw the meaning of
the great relullion against our Demoeratic
sovernment, (the people’s government,) and

OT iIerTupted for Al Uie armies on the pian-
et, when the time came, and the bugle sound-
ed, down came the houses, and were soon
folded up all dripping and lieavy on the
men's backs.  Gruubling, but on the whole
good naturedly as all things of late are done

the gable ends y tlnsis the Diouse mine Teet
Ly six, amply large for a half dozen soldiers,
Tie dovr and chimney are side by side on’
the same end, the latter buiit now usually of
turf Jaid np in a square or cirenlar form, with
two or three stakes driven in to keep it

TOsC in their might (o put it down, and de-
fend the institutions that were most emphat-
ically their own.  And it is the people rush-
ing to arms and bravely fighting in the
ranks who have brought us such a measure
of suceess in the field, bearing all the losses

T tite Army of the 1 otomar, the hoys were
getting into line, ready for a hard, slippery,
sonking march, no tent in the regiment lefi
standing, save that of your humble servant,
as chance was, when an aid came dashing
up to the Colone], and informed him that the

steady, and a pork harrel st on the top (o
tinish ont the flue; the former (the door)
not being built at all, but 2yt, and a rubber
blanket hung over, perhaps, lo keep out the
air,  Inside, across one end, two and one
liadf feet high, a bunk of cedar poles or pine

T Was conntermamied.  Wilh
a rousing cheer all along our lines, off' come
the dripping packs, and on go the roofs t»
the houses again; our camp like magie
spreads her sails again, and we, not move,
but slop The soldier, unlike the saalm

ANVAS ¥ o ITTOVES, preais
it \\'lacn he slops. Woe, this moruing, to
the inprovident boys who, in the thought of
departure, have piled their cracker-bos, chairs
and stools, and their sapling bedsteads into

thu Lig fre ]l].lce‘t aml burned their porl.
41

will e Taid aeross wit T 0T thTee
men to ocenpy for a couch, and below on
the ground, but kept from coutact with the
earth by saplings laid on the ground and
covered over with cedar boughe, is room for
the other three. Thus, more than half of
as a parlor and drawing room 5 and still the
sleeping apartments (in bLoth stories) are am-
ple, rifles, equipments, are slung under the
ridge-poles, knupsacks chucked under the
bunks. A cracker box holds the crocker}

il s B ID [ -
petent commanders, persevering against ev-
ery discouragenent, never wavering in the
great object set before them.  And it is the
people, bearing every burden of taxation and
the loss of productive labor, the common

’ - s
of the war in treasure and the blood of their
sons, (no house from which there is not one
dead,) who, in the recent elections and every
way in which their will can Le made known,
are still showing themselves resolute as ever

*

and bring our government and frec institu-

tions unscathed out of their fiery trial. The
nations of the earth laughed us to scorn and
said, “ America is broken in pieces ;” but the
aturdv northern people said, “ wait and see.”

[ ¥ L] lllu “'IJUIH
wn'ﬂx and fmmcx of l.'helr lmuae&, Jjust to langh
at the bonfire. The laugh was on the other
side of their mouth when the word was stay,
and they had to go to work again in the
rain (o rebuild their houses ont of the ruins,
your correspondent that he was the only one
in the regiment who hadn’t even the trouble
of putting on his vroof again, but could go

T ouse ]rluviaivua ofthe Py Twoof
them get the wood and water, one cooks,
another washes the dislies, while the other
two are most likely on guard or picket duty.
I am wost happy to aunotnee 1o you that

lhu uuhr. days’ rulmn nm.mucf-, and sixty or

m.] 0 anly compl.une-.l of by the SOIJILM,
have been ut last abated.  Orders have come
down that lenceforth a five days’ maximum

Yankces money, and they can’t carry on the
war a year.” The people said, * we will fur-
nish the two or three millions a day that are
needed for this allair, and here is the gold
for the five or six hundred millions of Lail-

of ours, if lie is afruid of our eredit, and
wishes to put our obligations on the market.”
Aud the war still continues on as grand a

sbout among the builders and insinuvate that

of rations ouly shall be carried on the backs

scale as ever, aud America bhas purchased

m'ule tr holl.)  Whether to give tha eredit

- wJAwe—wemt—lead—ﬂuse—fw}mh—
.J“b H"J“ []
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back those bonds, and owes other conntrivs
less nt this hour than ever Lefore sinee our
colonial days. Against traitors South and
traitors North, disregarding sncers and evil
prophecivs, and threats of intervention ahroad,
throngh severe defeats and disappointments,
:lgr\‘lliwt all wmanier off I.I'i!:kf'r_\' sl l.'ll.'lli'llf'll.'"
the will of the American people and their
good right hands, the valor of the men and
the patient self-sacrifice of the wowen, the
stealy, persevering, irresistible determination
of the people, has earried on this war, and is
geing to finigh it honorably and suecgssfully,
and woe to him who this gainsays. lle
cannot stand before the American people.
And proud is the record of any private sol-
dier who has done bishumble duty to defend
in the field the principles of freedom and
good government, ivstilled into him from
his brave and pious ancestors, Nolle the
death of him that hath died in such a cause
nnd from sucl motives!  Noble your Reenrl
of the faithful deeds and serviee of Conneeti-
cut's sons in the cause! Ever may they be
in the van of these who from such generous
principles act, sufler, and, if need be, die.
Yours truly, g F.

For the Connecticut War Recovd,

Eleventh Connecticut Volunteers.

Grovcester Porsrt, Va.,
December, 1863,

November bronght us nomove of eamyp,
a gooil deal of ¢uict, with very little idle-
ness. We were glad not to move, for
Fort Keyes, which we found filthy and
malarious, by the change of season and
an eflicient system of policing, has he-
come both healthy and neat. OQur quiet
has been disturbed by neither fright, nor
raid, nor battle. Dress Parade and Guard
Mounting are all we have seen of the
“Pomyp and circmmstance of War.? Yet
Dress Parade, with us, if one so lately
from eivil life may express an opinion, at-
tracts much interest and commendation
too, and requires not a little preparation.
Many of our men appear at parade in
coats bright in color, neat and tidy, and
yet they are the very coats they wore
from Connecticut two years ago. Yes-
terday was pay day, and the scttlement
of the year's clothing account told of a
great saving in clothes and a consequent
inerease of pay. One oflicer expressed
for thirty men, thirteen hundred and
twenty-nine dollars.

We had but little idleness in the month
past, for the work of a regiment falls up-
on one reduced to a third of its number,
and besides the nsual routine of duty here
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ad in Yorktown, our old and leaky tents
have been patehed and fixed into very
comfor{able winter quarters, ind Winter
came punctually, with a freeze and snap
on the first of December. If we are to
be frozen in and hibernate, weare willing
it should be here,

The place is not gay, and wonld be
far from attraction or even tolerable,
were it not for the noble York Niver,
here narrowed from two miles to one, to
ease and accommodate a crazy ol.ll Ferry
Boat, (the Winnissimet,) which wusually,
once in an hour, works and pufls its way
across, with hitch and tremor, much as
an old man walks. In truth, this iz an
ont of the way, fever smitten spot, onee
fertile, but now negleeted and abandoned,
except by a seanty eprinkling of poor
whites and the new Lorn national Free-
men, huddled in one Slab Riclimond—
a place all unknown to Fame.

The quiet of the place makes more at-
tractive our Library Box, now filled
nzain, and piles of Magazines, and will
send more men to a Reading Room just
woing up, whielt is also to he used for
evening meetings.  Ior books, magazines
and papers, the gifts of friends at home,
we feel and express thanks.  We are en-
conraged too, to ask for other things.

Thanksgiving is past,  We rejoiced at
the victory before Chattanooza, il not at
festive boards and family reunions  But
the Christias holidays are elose at hand.
At that time, turkey and eranberry sance
are relished in Comnecticut. Apples are
good in long winter evenings, The shucks
of nuts burn prettily in, the fire; their
meat has a good flavor. Connectient
soldiers would enjoy these good things in
Virginia or Southward. I suggest to trne
and liberal nen and women and children,
that suech things be freely seut, and I sug-
gest it more freely, becanse I know that,
while the true soldier finds his whole
heart in this service, and is willing to
serve cither for the war or for death,
many in coming from home did vastly
more than those at home ean do, by any
benefactions to us. DE F.

For the Connectient War Record.
The Sixteenth Regiment.

Caur Sixterxtn Coxsncricet VoLUNTEERS, }
Porrtevovrn, Va., Dee. fih, 1865,
Althongh one correspondent may be
suflicient to keep the readers of the Re-
conp posted as to the condition of our
regiment, an extra letfer may not per-
haps be unacceptable.
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We still remain at Gettysville, (near
Portsmonth,) ns this vieity is ealled, in
hanor of Brie, Gen. Geo. W, Gelty, com-
manding onr division, enjoving oursclves
and living as comfortably as we are able.
Dy dint of industry and perseverance we
have fitted npone quarters in ||nil|- rospeel-
able eondition, showing eanclusively that
Yankee soldiers can and will live comfort-
ably, even thongh necessarily deprived
of many advantages, Most of the men
have Ly this time completed their huild-
ings, and are now enjoying the finits of
their Iabor, thongh it is uncertain how
lonz we shall be permitied to do g0, Ru-
mors have eirenlated of a move to Texas
or Charleston, int they are doubtless like
most army rumors, withont foundation.

Iaving finished work on the line of
defense, we have resumed the busingss
of perfecting onr soldierly qualities. Sol-
diers eannot be made effeetive without a
certain degree of proficieney in drill, es-
pecially the evolutions of the line. Our
experience at Antietam, where we were
bronght in deadly confliet with a subtle
foe, withont any preparation, demon-
strate this faet quite elearly, at least to our
own minds. Tt wns a dear lesson to us,
and I am glad to say that we have ap-
plied onrsclves so diligently to perfecting
our drill that we eompare favorably with
other regiments, especially in the manual
of arms.  Ior brigade drill we change
places with the Tenth New TTampshire,
they drilling with our brigade, (Gen.
Harland’s,) and we in theirs, (Col. Steer’s,)
as the distance from our own brigade
renders it inconvenient to drill with it.

A detachment of the Sixteenth is now
at home reerniting, for we greatly need
an inerease of numbers. Instead of the
long line which we used to make, we ean
bring out for parade hardly enongh for
two goad companies.

Desides drilling and eamp goard, we
are also engaged in picket duty, remain-
ine out four days at a time, at Deep
Creck and Bowers’ IHill, alternately. We
have also two or three stationary picket
posts.

Thanksgiving Day—the old New Eng-
land day—has come and gone, and so far
as we could, we celebrated it in a man-
ner in good keeping with the Yankee
enstom. Several companies had their tur-
keys, chickens, geese, and other luxuries,
with which they made merry. Our ofti-
cers kindly allowed us the day to our-
selves. IKind Providence has granted us
many assarances of his favor, and has
kept us from dangers seen and unseen.






